KUDUS, Central Java (JP).
After a bit of bargaining, a
pedicab driver finally agreed to
take me to Kudus Tower from
the town square for Rp 4,000.
Becak (pedicab) is the main
mode of transport in this small
town, 55 kilometers east of the
Central Java capital

| By Wahyuni Kamah |

While Jafar Shodiq, later
called Sunan Kudus, one of the
— the nine Islamic

Despite the heat, the town
was lively. Though Kudus was
once at the of the

Islam
— was studying in Mecca, an

scholar. In spreading Islam in
the once Hindu dominated area
of North Java, Sunan Kudus did
not want to alienate the locals

epidemic broke out there. He archi!

spread of Islam, now the town is
home to people of all religions.
During the fasting month of
Ramadhan, not all of the resi-
dents fast. ﬁme sm;l] lsuu\;
rants remain open during
day and le can be seen eat-

By Anil Sharma

isn't just used to torture women
It is also a money-making tool.

“Impure” brides are beaten
to reveal the names of their
“lovers” who are then forced to

iy big sums to their hus-

ds’ families. Sansi women
often name any man to end
their ordeal.

“It's irrelevant that she pri-
vately says she was forced to
name these men,” y's
Ramaytar, a school teacher
“Here the brides are beaten to
make them admit to affairs”

Virginity tests are common
among the Sansis, said Zakiya
Inam, state minister for
women'’s development. But
police say their hands are tied.

“It's more of an immoral
thing then an illegal one,” says
S.N. Jain, deputy inspector gen-
eral of police in the state capi-
ity ess

. ity are not cov-
ered under the Indian Penal
and as such cannot be

crime. So how can
he asks.

Indian women

enormous inroads in

of fields from corporate
ce and politics to diploma-

.‘“U' and Al Aqsa mosque, or Kudus mosque, show the influence of Hindu architecture.
located in the small town of Kudus, Central Java attract visitors because of their his-

ginity tests torment women
in Rajasthan’s rural areas

cy and the arts, violence against
them is not uncommon.

According to a recent gov-
ernment survey, 20 percent of
women have either been beaten
or phys ly abused since the
age of most commonly by
their husbands.

But the tourist state of
Rajasthan, better known for its
palaces and forts, has a partic-
ularly horrifying track record

In the late 1980s, a young
widow jumped on to her hus-
band’s funeral pyre following
the banned ritual of sati, trig-
gering a furious debate over
whether she had been drugged
and pushed

Under the centuries-old rit-
ual, a widow is supposed
to immolate herself on her
husband’s funeral pyre. It
was a tradition started in
medieval times to prevent
wives of slain warriors falling

into enemy hands.

There are also continued
reports of infant girls being
smothered to death by tradi-
tional families who consider
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girls a burden because of the
huge dowries they must pay
for them.
Government officials say the
main reason for such crimesin |
the state is low literacy.
According to the last 1991 een-
sus, literacy was 38.55 percent.
Literacy among women was
particularly poor, at 20.44 per-
cent it was the lowest in India
and half the national rate of
39.29 percent
Virginity tests can only be
abolished through education,
women activists say. §
“There are conspicuous dis-
parities in the literacy rates in |
urban and rural a . and
among males and fi es,”
said Nirupama Banerjee, a
women’s activist. “Illi is
a major cause of ills‘mlt
women in Rajasthan
Other tests are the Paani ki
Dheej (purity by water) or
a modern day version of
the Agnipariksha (trial by fire)
which Lord Rama’s wife, Sita,
faced in the Hindu epie,
Ramayana
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