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REDMOND,
(Reuters): Microsoft Corp. has
a message for all those video
game fanatics ready to snatch
up Sony Corp.'s PlayStation

this week: You ain't seen
nothin’ yet.

The Japanese electronics
%‘ml will grab headlines this

ursday

anticipated video game console
g:uba down in the United
tes, but Microsoft is deter-
mined that Sony won't hog the
limelight for long.
‘This time next year the

R Wash.-based compa-
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its Xbox — a ice it claims
the most

be the largest
launch has ever
done, by orders of magnitude,”
Robbie Bach, who is leading

By Scott Hillis

the Xbox effort, told Reuters in
an interview.

Bach, whose business card
reads “CXO" — for Chief Xbox
Officer — says that by using the
same kind of chips and parts
found in regular computers,
industry newcomer Microsoft
will have an edge over its older,
more experienced rivals.

“You have to have graphics
that people are just going to go,
‘Oh my (god,'and we do get that

reaction on our demos, now we
have to get that in' our actual
g:oduct.' Bach said.“] think we

ve put in Xbox the technolo-
gy to do it right”

Certainly the hard numbers
seem to bear those claims out.

The Xbox will boast a mod-
ified Pentium III processor
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The front view of Bayan Beleq Mosque in northem Lombok. Since 1993, the mosque has been a cultural monu-
ment protected by the law.

on Xbox as PlayStation 2 debuts

built by top chip-maker Intel
Corp. With a top speed of 733
megahertz, it is modest com-
pared to the fastest PCs but far
out-guns Sony’s 300 mega-
hertz processor.

Polygon performance, a key
measure of how fast a chip can
paint graphics, is 150 million
polygons-per-second for the
Xbox, vs. 66 million-per-second
for the PlayStation 2

‘The machine also will feature
separate graphics and audio
chips, come with an 8-gigabyte
hard disk, a DVD drive and a
built-in port for high-speed
online gaming.

It will not act like a PC, how-
ever. There will be no boot-up
times, messy file systems or
software installation.

“From a consumer perspec-
tive this looks like a very simple,
straight-forward proposition,
like it should.You pop in a game
and it plays. Our job is to hide

all the complexity from every-
body," Bach said

Microsoft claims the real
benefits of Xbox technology do
not lie in megahertz, gigabytes
or polygons but in the ease with
which game creators can bring
their ideas to life.

“The main problem with
making games is not making
the games but fighting the
hardware,”  said Seamus
Blackley, who dreamed up the
notion that the world's biggest
software company should try its
hand with gaming hardware.

Microsoft is trying to win the
hearts of developers, who have
complained that PlayStation 2
is tricky to write games for. But
analysts said developers will
soon learn to tap the full poten-
tial of the Sony hardware.

“It is a fact that PlayStation
2 is a bit of a bear to program
for, at least initially,” Jeremy
Schwartz, an analyst with For-

rester Research, said. “It was
rocky to develop for Play-
Station 1, but now it’s pretty
amazing what they can wring
out of that box."

Since new consoles sink
or swim based on how many
games are available, Micro-soft
has already lined up more than
150 outside compa-nies and
teams to create Xbox games

It promises there will be
about 30 games at launch, ris-
ing to 50 by the holidays and to
100 after several months.

Several top video games
companies, such as Activision
Inc,, have declared their sup-
port, with one huge exception
Electronic Arts Inc., the
world's top game maker. The
company has remained silent
on whether it will make Xbox
games, a sign analysts say indi-
cates loyalty to Sony.

“They (Microsoft) haven't
secured the key developer,”

Schwartz said. “To me, that's
kind of significant”

Microsoft is taking notes on
how not to launch a product
after Sony had to halve initial
U.S. shipments to 500,000,

That angered retailers who
had counted on stécked shelves
for the holidays, and could pos-
sibly send customers runnin, g to
rivals such as Sega Enterprises,
which launched its Dreamcast
last year.

“We got to see what the com-
petition did. We have a lot of
experience of what they did
well and what they did not do
so well. So it gives us a great
vantage point,” John O'Rourke,
director of games marketing for
the Xbox team, said

So the company is treading a
fine line between telling every-
body that Xbox will be second
to none, and not raising hopes
too high to make sure it won't
disappoint




