Gili Trawangan gains more popularity

reign

tourists, even after the riot that
hit Mataram url&ethh year. Gili
local Sasak

By Wahyuni Kamah

costs more. The one-way trip on
this boat costs Rp 17,000.
Cidomo (carts ulled by a
horse) wait for wsltoxs at the
small harbor of Gili
Trawangan. They are ready to
take you to the hotel for
betweex‘l:l Rp 5,000 andb:?.rp
10,000, ependingon your bar-
gaining skills. Most cidomo dri-
vers speak a little English.
Hotels in Trawangan range
from cheap ones, starting from
35,000 per room for one
t — to luxurious ones,

cafes and small kiosks selling a
variety of useful goods.
However, the wartel (telecom-
mu.mcatlons booth) in
still uses a manual
system or billing by timing con-
versations with a stopwatch.
rl;‘g:}:ite declining tourism as
t of the January riot in
Mataram, people of Gili
Trawangan believe that tourists
will visiting this tiny
island, while some new hotels
and homestays are under con-

_struction.

“The island was only desert-
ed for one week after the riot.
We had to evacuate tourists

from the island because the -
Lombok Police asked us to do

W are mostly si
the main road by the beach in

the east part of the island. It is

only a question of money when
1g the hotel you want.

tours,
is Sumbawa or Flores,

After staying on this island,
you can continue your trip to

other destinations as there are

sumewuragendeswhichoﬂer
such as sailing to

Mt. Rinjani in Lombok and
ing and j"mnu;mmvtmzmthe

rentals cost Rp smopu-houn

A road runs around the
island, foll its coastal line.
In the center o Trawangan the
road is good but heading to the
north is rough and you will have
to give it your best to get
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missed. Those who want to par-
ty can also visit the local dis-
comeque Small kiosks selling

uor, such as vodka and

w E are open only at night.

of laughter and various
languages, such as English,
German, Dutch, or Swedish,

ridy

Gili Trawcngan, a small
island near Lombok, is
becoming popular as a

tourist destination.




