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/ Balikpapan is known to
the world primarily for its
oil fields. What many don’t
know though is that this East
Kalimantan city is one of the
cleanestin Indonesia. Wahyuni
Kamah enjoyed the best that
Balikpapan has to offer.

o Wahyuni Kamah @Vebri Adrian
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Dikepung Laut.
Dipagari Hutan

/ Dunia mengenal
Balikpapan sebagai
ladang minyak. Banyak yang
tidak tahu bahwa ia juga
merupakan salah satu kota
terbersih di Indonesia. Wahyuni
Kamah menikmati sebagian
tawaran terbaiknya.
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mortalised in the fact thét the anniversary of the city’s
founding is based on the date that a Dutch company
first drilled for oil in this location: February 10, 1897.

However, investment that depletes natural resourc-
es cannot last forever. The timber industry, which once
fuelled growth in Balikpapan, has faded quickly and trac-
es of the dominance of timber are nowadays hard to find
in the city. Coal mining and plantations are still thriving,
however in order to continue their accelerated growth,
these two business sectors need large areas of land for
development. As a consequence, this city, which covers a
large 50,000-hectare area (Jakarta covers 67,000 hectares
in comparison), gets by with a population of only 620,000,
or just one-twentieth of the population of Jakarta.

With such a sparse population, mobility and open
spaces are not serious issues for Balikpapanites. Every
evening, people gather at the small Bekapai Park on Ja-
lan Sudirman. Some come just to chat, hang out or to
take advantage of the free Wi-Fi internet connection.
Others come to eat and just behind the park, a large
number of street vendors sell various kinds of food,
including soto, sate, gado-gado (vegetable salad with
a peanut-sauce dressing), fried snacks and mixed fruits
with ice. This place has never lacked for visitors all ea-
ger to mingle together in fact.

If you can’t find a suitable choice of food down in
Bekapai Park, make your way to the nearby Bandar Ba-
likpapan. This area of restaurants and cafés sits right on
the shoreline, just behind Jalan Sudirman’s ruko (two-
in-one shop-house) complex.

As a city hemmed in by the sea, it’s no surprise to
find that Balikpapan relies on its beaches as a main
tourist attraction. To the east and south, the city is bor-
dered by the Makassar Strait, while to the west lies the
Balikpapan Strait. The beaches to the south are general-
ly closed to swimmers, however people are welcome to
bathe on the eastern shore, which slopes more gradu-
ally. Lamaru and Manggar Beaches, about 22 kilometres
from the city centre, are local favourites.

Having had enough of walking along the beach, |
embarked on a Balikpapan souvenir hunt. At the Kebun
Sayur Market | found all sort of ornaments made from
stone, as well as traditional Kalimantan batik and even
ingredients for traditional medicines.

/ Besides its beach and its clean and tidy city, Balik-

papan also offers forest tours, the like of which are
hard to find in other Indonesian cities. Aside from the
Wain River Protected Forest, visitors can enjoy Wana
Wisata, the Bangkirai Mountain Forest and the Samboja
Lestari Forest in the District of Kutai Kartanegara, which
lies around two hours from Balikpapan.

Inthe evening | headed for Samboja Lestari,accompa-
nied by some friends from the Borneo Orangutan Survival
Foundation (BOSF). Samboja Lestari is a former mining
area that has now been reforested. These days, Samboja

Forest is used to treat sick orangutans and animals con-
fiscated from poachers by the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Board, who then allow them to recuperate before
releasing them back into the wild. When | arrived, besides
eight orangutans, Samboja was also treating 48 honey
bears, which have been a protected species in Indonesia
since 1993 and which are the city of Balikpapan’s mascot.

From the main road, the Samboja Lestari complex
can be reached on foot via a meandering dirt path that
is somewhat slippery when it rains. After a 15-minute
walk, we finally arrived at Samboja Lodge, a sanctuary
that sits in the middle of this 2,000-hectare forest. The
lodge is managed by BOSF.

Samboja Lodge, with its 22 hotel-standard rooms, is
a mostly wooden construction. In the morning, when |
opened my window, | was delighted to hear all manner
of birdsong drifting from the tree canopies. Samboja
Lodge has two suites at the top of its tower, which can
be reached by an open flight of stairs made of steel net-
ting. From the tower, | was met with a splendid pano-
ramic view of the forest’s crown of treetops.

Orangutans are the
main attraction at
Samboja Lestari |
Orangutan adalah daya
tarik utama di Samboja
Lestari.

OPPOSITE PAGE: Bukit
Bangkirai, Balikpapan
ecotourism site |
Bukit Bangkirai,
kawasan ekowisata di
Balikpapan.
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